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Did men and women enjoy equal status in the 1950s? 

Women did not have the vote until 1918 but they had to be over 30 to be eligible.  There was still an idea 

within society that women were in need of protection and that they would struggle to make financial and po-

litical choices. In 1928 they were able to vote on equal terms with men. This means that in the 1950s, women 

had only had equal voting rights for 30 years.  Women were admitted into medicine, the legal profession and 

the teaching profession but they were not valued equally compared to their male colleagues. In 1956, it was 

necessary to pass a law to state that employers must pay male and female teachers and civil servants the 

same wage for the same job. After marriage most women still followed the accepted path of leaving work and 

staying at home to raise children.  Cynthia Lennon stayed at home to raise Julian whilst John Lennon worked 

away. 

 
Mona Best 

Alice Mona Shaw was born on 3 January 1924, in Delhi, India. Her father was an 

army officer – at this time India was a British colony and as such was governed by a 

British Viceroy who was supported by the British led Indian army. The status of 

Mona’s father, Major Thomas Shaw, would have led to a comfortable existence for 

the Shaw family.  Mona would have been expected to marry within her social class 

and to devote her adult life to child rearing, running her household and charitable 

concerns. She was first married to Donald Scanland, a Marine Engineer who was 

killed in World War II.  She had given birth to her first child, Randolph Peter and she 

was widowed with a baby at just 17.  She met and remarried in 1944 to an army 

officer named Johnny Best.  She bore her second child , Rory and then travelled to 

Johnny’s family home of Liverpool in 1945.  She was just 21 years of age and had 

two children, she had been widowed and she was leaving the country of her birth.   

Mona lived first with her sister in law and then in a small property in Liverpool.  She 

disliked the restricted space of the smaller house and pined for the space she had 

enjoyed in India.  In 1957, Mona pawned all her jewellery to place a bet on Never 

Say Die, a horse that was ridden by Lester Piggott in the 1954 Epsom Derby; it won 

at 33–1 and she used her winnings to buy the house in 1957.The house was unlike 

many other family houses in Liverpool as it was set back from the road, had 15 bed-

rooms and an acre of land. All the rooms were painted dark green or brown and 

the garden was totally overgrown. Mona later opened The Casbah Coffee Club in its 

large cellar. The idea for the club first came from Pete Best, as he asked his mother 

for somewhere his friends could meet and listen to the popular music of the day. 

(Wikipedia) 

G Parry-Paxton 

In 1964, the Married Women’s Prop-

erty Act entitled a woman to keep 

half of any savings she had made 

from the allowance she was given by 

her husband.  Mona did not ask her 

husband to purchase a house, she 

used her own money. This is particu-

lary significant as a woman could not 

apply for a mortgage without a male 

guarantor until 1970. Mona’s only 

option would have been to offer the 

full purchase price in cash 



What is feminism? 

Many modern day commentators regard John 

Lennon’s treatment of his first wife, Cynthia, to 

have been unkind. His second marriage to Yoko 

Ono saw him move towards a more feminist per-

spective. 

However, he was always respectful towards 

Mona Best and brought her gifts from abroad as 

thanks for her support and advice during the 

early years of the Beatles. Can you locate any of 

these gifts in the museum? 

Mona was responsible for helping the young Beatles 

out of some difficult situations.  She allowed them 

to play in the club she owned but she also negoti-

ated the return of the or belongings following their 

extradition from Germany. She would arrange gigs 

on their behalf and purchased a van to transport 

their equipment. The Sex Discrimination Act was not 

enacted until 1975, but throughout the 1950s and 

1960s Mona Best made managerial decisions on be-

half of the Beatles and her club. 

What difficulties could Mona have faced in the 

1950s and 1960s as a result of her gender? 
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Watch this clip of Mona talking 
about the Beatles:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=I_p_zKrKWFE&list=RDI_p_zKrKWFE&index=
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John Lennon and Yoko Ono 

We make her paint her face and dance 

If she won't be a slave, we say that she don't love us 

If she's real, we say she's trying to be a man 

While putting her down, we pretend that she's above us  

Woman is the N***** of the World (1972) 

Many items in the museum were  given to Mona by the Beatles or 

loaned by Mona to the band (e.g. the medals). She managed the 

band in their early days and negotiated gigs and pay on their behalf.  

1. Why do you think Mona’s role in the Beatles’ early days is not 

as well known as that of Brian Epstein? 

2. Once the Beatles obtained success do you think that the Music 

Industry would have tolerated a female manager? 

3. In 1962 Mona gave birth to a third son named Vincent Roag. 

His father was Beatles’ Road Manager and later Music Execu-

tive, Neil Aspinall.  Aspinall was able to travel the world with 

the Beatles and later became the Chief Executive of the 

Beatles’ company, Apple Corps. Mona remained in Liverpool 

and raised her children.  Would Mona have more opportuni-

ties if she had been a manager in 2012 rather than 1962?  Has 

the situation changed for women in business? 


